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733 May 31, 1907 

POETO RICO. 

Report from Ponce — Transactions of Service, month of April, 1907. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferrer-Torres reports, May 1: 

Month of April, 1907. 

Vessels inspected 13 

Vessels in quarantine 3 

Passengers inspected — 

Incoming 103 

In transit 530 

Crew inspected 666 

Immigrants inspected 17 

Rejections 

Bills of health issued 33 

Passengers detained in quarantine 7 

Report from San Juan — Smallpox on steamships Philadelphia and 

LeonXUI. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Foster reports May 14: 

On May 1 the steamship Philadelphia arrived here from ports 
of Venezuela and Curacao with one case of smallpox aboard in the 
person of a second-class passenger. The case was removed to the 
quarantine station here, the compartment disinfected, and those who 
had been exposed to infection were held in quarantine for fourteen 
days. Other suitable measures, including vaccinating the crew, were 
also taken. 

The Spanish steamship Leon XIII arrived here on May 10 from 
Habana and Santiago, Cuba, with one case of mild smallpox aboard, 
in the person of a steerage passenger who embarked at Habana. The 
patient was landed at the quarantine station, the infected parts of the 
vessel were disinfected by this Service, and the vessel was permitted 
to proceed to her destination. 

TURKEY. 

Report from Constantinople — Plague in the Ottoman Empire. 

The following is received from Doctor Post, American representa- 
tive on the International Sanitary Board, under date of May 8: 

The epidemic of plague at Djeddah continues, though with less 
severity. 

Summary. 



Deaths. 



Jan. 8-Apr. 14. 

Apr. 15-21 

Apr. 22-28 

Apr. 29-May 5. 



316 


304 


14 


13 


10 


9 


12 


12 



362 
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All cases since April 14 have been confined to the native population 
of Djeddah. 

At Camaran, on April 19, a case of plague broke out among a party 
of 300 pilgrims returning to Yemen via Djeddah. The party had dis- 
embarked at Camaran the day before. On April 20 a second case 
occurred, on April 21 a third, and on April 30 a fourth (pneumonic 
form), the last two cases being fatal. The remaining pilgrims were 
divided into small isolated groups and kept under strict medical sur- 
veillance, two doctors being sent from Hodeidah to render assistance. 

Seven cases of plague, 4 of them fatal, occurred at Bahrein from 
April 21 to 27. 

VENEZUELA. 

Report from, La Ouaira — Yellow fever, smallpox, and leprosy. 

Consul Moffat reports, May 11: 

Yellow fever and smallpox are at all times more or less prevalent 
here. Leprosy is generally present. The Government has built a 
large hospital for the isolation of lepers on the outskirts of this city, 
but as yet it has no inmates. 

WEST INDIES. 

Report from Bridgetown, Barbados — Pellagra. 

Consul Clare was directed by the Department of State, April 24, on 
request from the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Bureau, to report 
on the cases of pellagra which he stated in sanitary reports of April 6 
and 13 to be present at Bridgetown. Under date of May 13 Consul 
Clare reports as follows: 

The cases of pellagra which are shown in my weekly sanitary 
reports to be present in Bridgetown occurred among the native popu- 
lation and not among aliens arriving on the island. This disease is 
confined to the native negroes and to the very poor whites of this 
place. 

I inclose a copy of a communication on tnis subject from a local 
practitioner. 

Every practitioner here necessarily sees a great many cases of pellagra, as it is 
quite prevalent, especially among the native negroes. The whites are seldom 
attacked by it and the cases occur then only in the very poor class. The outset of 
the disease is characterized by a depressed feeling and sensation of "inward burn- 
ing," as the patients themselves describe it; the next symtoin to be observed is the 
pigmentation which starts at the elbows, knees, and backs of hands, and in a very 
short time these parts appear quite black and scaly; next comes the ulceration of 
the aliamentary canal anywhere between the mouth and anus, and frequently the 
whole of it is involved, at once causing diarrhea and a general emaciation; in fact, I 
may here state that the pigmentation, ulceration, and diarrhea are pathognomonic of 
pellagra. The disease is fatal unless promptly treated in the first stages, and even 
then "the prognosis is not very good. From my observations 1 should say the 
nervous system is always involved and there is a general disturbance of metabolism. 
My observations also lead me to believe the disease is communicable. 



